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Greetings!

Changes to higher education and the highly popular TOPS
program are expected to be among the most debated topics
during the regular legislative session that kicked off this week.

Legislation introduced so far includes a bill that would make it
easier to close or merge institutions along with several bills that
would consolidate the five higher education boards into a single,
Higher Education potentially less costly board. For more on these bills click
Quote of the here.
Week:

But the biggest topic, by far, is going to be how to manage the
"That's not the way growth of TOPS, which is expected to cost the state $300 million
to conduct the next year if no changes are made. The bill with the most traction
people's business. so far is one that limits TOPS to the current amount instead of
I just dread what's having it automatically increase if tuition goes up. Other possible
coming." changes include raising the required GPA and ACT and limiting it
- State Senate only to public universities.
President John
Alario following the Centenary College President David Rowe opposes limiting it only
close of the special to public schools. "Let's be clear: Cutting TOPS is not cutting
session which left a funding to colleges and universities; it is cutting funding to
$70 million deficit students and their families." For more on proposed cuts to
for the current TOPS click here.
fiscal year and
$850 million deficit
for 2016-2017. Shreveport-Bossier Higher Education News

e lendEdu, a national organization designed to help students
find reliable information on student loans, has named
Louisiana Tech #35 in the nation in its recently released
College Risk-Reward Indicator. Tech was also ranked #1

in the state. Monroe News-Star, 03.16.16

Louisiana Higher Education News

Quick Links
e The mid-year budget deficit doubled today following a

Colleges and meeting of the Revenue Estimating Conference. At the
Governing Boards close of the special session, it was reported that the deficit

was around $30 million, but today the REC said the deficit
Bossier Parish is closer to $70 million. "That hammers us," said LSU
Community College President King Alexander. Shreveport Times, 04.16.16

e The University of Louisiana Board of Supervisors has
Centenary College


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8kfMLlfIMfgx-ISI22wAS7naibByQOLeuZ6fwJrjKhjRUNujugYYvo7igXkllwZjyA_BQ1E5ySi6NmRgXieDw3auUKsicIDpKuwgvudfkSMaXEl5avoHfBsUhvNOU5EmlR8xVumkh07hn7MHspdWiyJ_ChLqv2p2BSvmK_Z3vnNDIGR6QU8qNeIddtNvt3YGsASKb7Hp05fst3KyFEEiHaJjpX8PW2Rie0RvqqbxdoaB&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8gEl0Dr_TcXP910G3ysvspB1_mE9OK2wHr3eq0lBbYDyAt_gfSZnqL4PkhFX9J3b0q0-ljKzTU7-fYnzdZR7_QpDoS1fjvi5sNReu1BP6w41tHgzsEd-xLOn9nraH0D8y4ZdMBWr5lanVxHGu7zm8JkQrCNa3KvOQEC1-x4T_a4yqqcVcmLbgJbxMwQl4ZNylZrKFL7IO1Ak8VgKpz7O3CGegTdm0XenZ2I9LSWLvhww&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8gEl0Dr_TcXP1CU0iaa8-ofHefLTqMtBEPj5xAdRS9wGu9qiqAfxtlMK9bT9c37J1L7AM91qpUv06BzerPz7BUlUnhji2Gx25-vw8Or8IjqKzxFsi8RoTcGQcaJsT0tMTJ1oPHaWyNa1RrJj5NK_gfEbD-PWHMzbs7Ad7-f7z--BUApfnOV6LdEpBNoPkY9Cl4eAJ-m7dJAriYfG0WIV6i1JZXZPEttwqcCmSFbeAQWX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8rGLa_vrRjygiRBtw4fWbfOEs0sMWj5wXPm4IjjDle3g6tq7xcI_LelD6BPlXb4CbMPzvB-JoFoUefA_tfAVis0qwSNZBg4L4us9zWTaxeC9nVW2ML7bDTfVat9MEKlrO6G97HR2wVVDovCIeyvascbUybEaWNaIo7ELEwa-7oqH8qwtIWAsNp6I4a8eYc15YX6zrL7qKK4aSKclDvaxc1Z7kXU4v6tpEFwWvQjEEKWDmrsADDlvU-UmFAweKYUv-9j6ZYalnqWomRX70vALaMn9kinvHEGAI-s7GUk4zNqYWEe90fAdaEalE96PvqhielDrQCvccMTwhdn_NAqzklhOydRmKqLQz0iwBZboNCZiP07lcyrgtWI6YQCihXxFh1pU7Xs1wEsjYh-10yE_Ax0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8rGLa_vrRjygaEIEjhnlrTZ-I2pIifcImZz01W54fDykZQrvwaWaOwUP9h_XF_gX56LlSPWlhlcBemNhfrk4sqYgSFxTL51id9ahFQ_ME41IN8SGiwNREbvYFYlGrWHJsfuE6b2ug4tlaCwIKeaaGuEW3hWLuGci1jHnTFo4jQHGrn2_VWa5TDG9T1m6ly3rcmb8F7Z_Hw1Con4pIxq0CsudxEXG-VW63dx5kil14R39S8pvUxvmis_765CIrv97HjoewOPACr7i4RgDGHSniFjTSNKyXYBVCC69_lwqeaGUMgI1jUfSArea5Ty86SW02maee2j0JZaupWHtNnLKCfCAGpT1lm3MUSzKPQ_VWLDY&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8rGLa_vrRjyg6v-Z4EQjpX-nn87SfXsmN-TBqqmsKtE1BRU4PgQoSyrJLbs_zbQM6iIkiywixHAQ3rdagGG6UnmG0HEiy44oOoh8Q2reuWG8ruZ_TMSaYdBEBvS6Kv1bzNj_IdhbmzDoo86D0W_Vs_nZs8Jvvbni-wciGIgUcKufmZ5dHMfG8rEd-1cbz2w9aVWgBcxveRjPqS7WnNEc7aeeQ5vhupAu6EHNaW5Y83NxKZsJrV8NiQnN7cBuA1AIwY6AmaJ-yvTIbKoW7ME5tykPQ89oUP9rYDFnr9TZspg4Lt8OwoptZMjVU8oMdBWKEkPR2mnQbUqE_H1EslqA_adDBOia0-lDhuQo0eOv67rQqNfZQDlifZU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GjN9qor332dER3hnjr9tZxyxi2-XkaDnP0H-WyGZ71fuiSapeDgr8rGLa_vrRjygbUUvIWfZbkjhaMLJ04rPr2FOWQRw1PO6d4KmawfHzOSPeUfE9YR5ywlgrcq2CRul7B3WX7KOTwRkbk9wIEUB_jxVgUKeRLbD7P9u1nXoj2nsiG1RtAvXHbh7sS36CYUJf_Vd6qMgV2iKhXeNJXFs8lhimwmv59BbhKHFXppezOsPXrem2bCZvkoPokbqNUUuXIsMomoeXZL-D8XWlZFpdUQhAt-Y8AWXxcWWaCE-z_M2W5yh--3Toncya4p-RpUM66hCcUiK92-XmKUAa2VlbuZVBr5Nv2wMz8mgxcTVno9EBgxXF_7mgsBokWPQOKjFDd5fRpkoY7OhwKAqb7DCKQUrp5pjQV-GDtHWzaCeSvQ=&c=&ch=
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selected the current UNO Provost, Dr. John Nicklow, to be
the next President of the University of New Orleans. Nicklow
has only been with UNO since July, but he had support from
80% of the faculty. ULWebsite, 04.16.16

e After serving for more than 10 years at the helm, SUNO
Chancellor Victor Upkolo is calling it quits and returning
home to Nigeria. Upkolo had a rocky tenure at SUNO; in
both 2010 and 2012 the faculty passed a vote of no
confidence. NOLA.com, 03.16.16

National Higher Education News

e A recent Gallup poll suggests students who play college
athletics are more likely to thrive in the areas of purpose,
community, and social well-being later in life. The Gallup
study, which was released last month, randomly surveyed
30,000 college graduates. Gallup.com, 03.14.16

e The Chronicle of Higher Education is reporting that 160
private colleges failed the federal government's “financial-
responsibility test”, which measures the financial health of
an institution. The only Louisiana school making the failing
list was Blue Cliff College in Metairie. Chronicle of Higher
Education, 03.14.16

For more information on higher education in Northwest Louisiana,
please visit our website at www.sbba4he.org

Sincerely,

Johnette Magner, Ph.D., Executive Director
Shreveport-Bossier Business Alliance for Higher Education

You are welcome to forward this newsletter to others
in your network who are interested in higher education.

For more information on becoming a member of the SBBA, or
providing direct support for our work, please contact
Dr. Johnette Magner at jmagner@sbba4he.org
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