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State noLﬁkely to save school budgets

Education chief
says funding won't
be easy to obtain

By lcess Fernandez
Ifernandez@shreveporttimes.com

It's time for everyone in
higher education in north-
west Louisiana to adapt to
the new world economi-
cal order — you're on your
own. Don't expect much
funding to come from Ba-
ton Rouge, the state’s high-
er education leader said.

It's about regionalism

and creat-
ing the hu-
man capi-
| tal to drive
€econom-
ic develop-
ment.
“Some of
that is go-
ing to re-
quire having local skin in
the game with them pro-
viding scholarships or di-
rect support to these in-
stitutions that are actually
building the future econo-
my,” said Jim Purcell, Lou-

Jim
Purcell

isiana higher education
commissioner. “That’s the
key to the future of fund-
ing here in Louisiana.”

Purcell visited Shreve-
port on Tuesday to pres-
ent a talk called “Mov-
ing Local Economies For-
ward by Maximizing the
Roles of Higher Education
in Process” hosted by the
Shreveport Bossier Busi-
ness Alliance for Higher
Education.

The discussion focused
on how to grow human cap-
ital — an educated work

force — during economic
difficulty.

“The economy is chang-
ing, so higher education
has to change,” he told a
room of higher education
stakeholders in a meeting
room at the Shreveport
Chamber of Commerce.

In the past couple of
years, college campuses
have taken budget cut af-
ter budget cut with some
laying off employees, of-
fering furloughs and one
declaring financial exi-
gency — the equivalent of

bankruptcy.

Tuesday's talk was sober-
ing for the audience, which
was filled with college
chancellors, presidents,
lawmakers and members
of education boards such
as the Board of Regents
and the LSU Board.

The message was clear
— don't expect money
from the state to save bud-
get and resources on cam-
puses, Purcell said.

“Find new streams of
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revenue,” he said.

During the presenta-
tion, Purcell gave sug-
gestions to the crowd.
Among them was to block
class sequences together
to help students gradu-
ate on time, work toward
having academic depart-
ments produce revenue
streams so they are self-
sustaining, leasing under-
utilized space and private
sponsorships.

Purcell also discussed
local support of educa-
tion — scholarships and
creating local taxes. He
used the community col-
lege in Tulsa, Okla., as an
example.

That campus gains part
of its revenue through lo-
cal taxes; in turn, students
go for the first two years
for free. Community phi-

lanthropists then helped
pay for books for the core
curriculum classes.

“There are all Kinds
of approaches,” Purcell
said. “You have control of
your destiny.”

LSU-Shreveport Inter-
im Chancellor Paul Sisson
said he liked that Purcell
laid out the issues

“I really like the ideas
of local support for high-
er education,” he said. “I
like the local commitment
— if you graduate (high
school), we'll send you to
college.”

Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity Vice President Les
Guice said some of these
discussions have started
at his campus. Guice will
assume the presidency
this summer.

“These are the same
kind of discussions we
are having now,” he said.
“Some things (he men-
tioned) we are already
doing.”



